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[1] Kommunikation kann heute alles heiRen. Darum steht in Frage, ob der Begriff
Uberhaupt noch etwas heif3t. Wie andere Modebegriffe, anno dazumal z.B. der des
Organismus, erhebt auch dieser einen nicht vollig unglaubwirdigen
Universalitatsanspruch. Als Generalmetapher verbreitet und verflacht er sich in den
Humanwissenschaften und vor allem den Sozialwissenschaften, aber auch in den
verschiedenen Welt- und Selbstdarstellungen moderner Intellektueller im
“Kulturbetrieb”. (Luckmann 1980: 28)

[2] The word communication will be used here in a very broad sense to include all the
procedures by which one mind may affect another.This, of course, involves not only
written and oral speech, but also music, the pictorial arts, the theatre, the ballet, and in
fact all human behavior. (Shannon & Weaver 1949:1)

[3] If we take a larger view and consider the life of a social group, we see that
communication, including its orgaization into literature, art, and institutions, is truly the
outside or visible structure of thought, as much cause as effect of the inside or conscious
life of men. [...] By the aid of this structure the individual is a member not only of a
family, a class, and a state, but of a larger whole reaching back to prehistoric man. [...]
Thus, the system of communication is a tool, a progressive invention whose
improvements react upon mankind and alter the life of every individual and institution.
(Cooley 1909, zitiert nach Berelson & Janowitz 1953: 146f)

[4] Communication processes do not merely apply to society; they are indefinitely
varied as to form and meaning for the various types of personal relationships into which
society resolves itself. [...] Generally speaking, the smaller the circle and the more
complex the understandings already arrived at within it, the more economical can the
act of communication afford to become. A single word passed between members of an
intimate group, in spite of its apparent vagueness and ambiguity, may constitute far
more precise communication than volumes of carefully prepared correspondence
exchanged between two governments. (Sapir 1935: 79)



[5] The view here maintained is that human nature is not something existing separately
in the individual, but a group nature or primary phase of society, a relatively simple and
general condition of the social mind. It is something more, on the one hand, than the
mere instinct that is born in us — though that enters into it — and something less, on the
otherthan the more elaborate development of ideas and sentiments that makes up
institutions. It ist he nature that is developed and expressed in those simple face-to-face
groups that are somewhat alike in all societies, groups oft he family, the playground,
and the neighborhood. In the essential similarity of these ist o be found the basis, in
experience, for similar ideas and sentiments in the human mind. In these, everywhere,
human nature comes into existence. Man does not have it at birth; he cannot acquire
except through fellowship, and it decays in isolation. (Cooley 1909: 28; zit. nach
Berelson & Janowitz 1953: 274f)

[6] Kommunikation bendétigt und produziert Akteursfiktionen, und es ist diese
kommunikative Verfertigung von Akteuren als Zurechnungsprodukte, auf die das
Konzept der Adressierung beziehungsweise Adressabilitat abhebt. Akteur ist demnach,
auf wen Handeln, insbesondere Mitteilungshandeln zugerechnet werden kann.
(Brockling 2017: 65)

[7] Communication is the only scientific model which enables us to explain physical,
intrapersonal, interpersonal, and cultural aspects of events within one system. (Ruesch
& Bateson 1951: 5)
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