
Rethinking Multilateralism in 
Foreign Aid

This edited book provides a contemporary, critical, and thought- provoking ana-
lysis of the internal and external threats to Western multilateral development 
finance in the twenty- first century. It draws on the expertise of scholars with a 
range of backgrounds providing a critical exploration of the neoliberal multi-
lateral development aid.
 The contributions focus on how Western institutions have historically domi-
nated development aid, and juxtapose this hegemony with the recent challenges 
from right- wing populist and Beijing Consensus ideologies and practices. This 
book argues that the rise of right- wing populism has brought internal challenges 
to traditional powers within the multilateral development system. External chal-
lenges arise from the influence of China and regional development banks by pro-
viding alternatives to established Western- dominated aid sources and 
architecture. From this vantagepoint, Rethinking Multilateralism in Foreign Aid 
puts forward new ideas for addressing the current global social, political, and 
economic challenges concerning multilateral development aid.
 This book will be of interest to researchers, academics, and students in the 
field of International Development and Global Governance, decision makers at 
government level as well as to those working in international aid institutions, 
regional and bilateral aid agencies, and non- governmental organisations.
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Routledge Explorations in Development Studies

This Development Studies series features innovative and original research at the 
regional and global scale. It promotes interdisciplinary scholarly works drawing on 
a wide spectrum of subject areas, in particular politics, health, economics, rural and 
urban studies, sociology, environment, anthropology, and conflict studies.
 Topics of particular interest are globalization; emerging powers; children and 
youth; cities; education; media and communication; technology development; 
and climate change.
 In terms of theory and method, rather than basing itself on any orthodoxy, the 
series draws broadly on the tool kit of the social sciences in general, emphasizing 
comparison, the analysis of the structure and processes, and the application of 
qualitative and quantitative methods.
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