“...a provocative, innovative effort to re-politicize and re-think political economy analysis as
a tool of development aid through an examination of the implications of larger currents of
international political change...”

— Thomas Carothers, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, USA

"...a timely, critical and thought-provoking analysis of the impact of contemporary challenges
on decision making in orthodox development institutions....”
— Lisheng Dong, Professor, Graduate School of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, PR China

“...a compelling analysis of the contemporary development agenda. Their plea to apply a
theoretically grounded political economy analysis to foreign aid is an important contribution to
the debate.... a must read for everyone interested in the critical examination of the dominant
neoliberal paradigm of development.”

— Wil Hout, Professor, International Institute of Social Studies, Erasmus University Rotterdam,
The Netherlands

“...cutting-edge insights into contemporary complexities of foreign aid marked by the rise of
populism, de-globalisation, and illiberal democracy.... deserves to be read widely and carefully
by scholars and development practitioners interested in better understanding the geopolitics
of foreign aid.”

— Susanne Soederberg, Professor, Department of Global Development Studies, Queen’s
University, Canada

Across the world the Western dominated international aid system is being challenged. The rise of
right-wing populism, de-globalisation, the advance of illiberal democracy and the emergence of
non-Western donors onto the international stage are cutting right to the heart of the entrenched
neoliberal aid paradigm. Foreign Aid in the Age of Populism explores the impact of these challenges
on development aid, arguing that there is a need to bring politics back into development aid;
not just the politics of economics, but power relations intemally in aid organisations, in recipient
nations, and between donor and recipient.

In particular, the book examines how aid agencies are using Political Economy Analysis (PEA) to
inform their decision making and to push aid projects through, whilst failing to engage meaningfully
with wider politics. The book provides an in-depth critical analysis of the Washington Consensus
model of political economy analysis, contrasting it with the emerging Beijing Consensus, and
suggesting that PEA has to be recast in order to accommodate new and emerging paradigms. A
range of alternative theoretical frameworks are suggested, demonstrating how PEA could be used
to provide a deeper and richer understanding of development aid interventions, and their impact
and effectiveness

This book is perfect for students and researchers of development, global paolitics and international
relations, as well as also being useful for practitioners and policy makers within government,
development aid organisations, and global institutions.

Viktor Jakupec is a Professor at Deakin University, Australia and the University of Potsdam,
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